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| caught up with The Apprenfice star Ruth Badger at
the Molineux in Wolverhampion for a quick chat
about her experience al school and on the show and
her plans ior the future...
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Could you fell me more aboui your experience on

The Apprentice?

For me The Apprentice was the biggest competition |

ool ever face, | wenton The Apprentice for two

[eCsEons;

11 Tam the most cormpetitive person there can bein
business and | wanfed fo prove o rmyself redlly what |
colld do

2) | wanted fo get as close o 3ir Alan Sugar as | could,
and | excesded both godls 5o redlly | got eventhing
| wanted to

Sir Alan Sugar leoks really scary. Is he really like
that?

Urmrm., b, et get hings into pespective, Sir dlan is
the way that he is. he's not one person for teledsion and
then somebody else, | worked for him for six maonths, so
actudlly | woked alongside him ewvery day and he's no
differant, he's very focused, He krows what he wants
and is g shrewd businessrman but that's the: reason | eft
a vy good job and got info the compstition for him -
But ultimately is he gumpy - absolutebd (Laughs)

Da you think you should have won The Apprenfice?
If | was Q viewer from S Alar's perspective - no, | was
gutted that | didnt becauss | dont like ksing but
redlkfically he wanted someons who he could train in
Eusiness, He said to me eveny dngle wesk “what ars
vou doing hee? Why did you appl™ and he never sort
of understood the r=asons why | did, So did he maks
the fight decision? | actudlly think he did,. He couldnt
Frave paid me enoughn 1o kesp me! (Laughs) Its uel

| understand that youve gol two businesses. Do you
have any plans fo open a firm of business in Wolves?
Yes | will do, the reason | went fo Manchester was
because my job fock me thee, ve got different
cppotunities e that | haven't got in e Midlands, To
answer your question directhy, will | come home? Yes, Wil

Listen to the whole

| have a business here? Yes, its miy next plan for next Ruth Badger
yearwhich is 2008, Ive dlready bought the limited interview
comipany and ordersd the branding for the Midiands DPownload HERE
ELsiness,
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What are your plans for the fulure?

Errm,.if Irm 2ing Enakally honest | have ne ideal (ve got
two businesses which are doing fantastically well ard
ez got a TV show which they are pushing me fo start
filrning next year but there's one thing for cerain;
Wherever | am, whatever Im doing 1l = ving lifs to
the full and Ml e rraking an absolute forune!

What were you like af school?
Ermri | was @ passing visor at schod, | actually went 12
Wedensfizld Junior in Wednesfisld and then went to Our
Lady ard 5t Ched's in Falings Park,

| Pl < kit of an issus with schodl,, was | 9 protlem?
Mo, | wasnt one of the Kds that was on report o
enpelled but | was aiways someene who pushed and
challenged, The biggest thing for me about schodl was
wheat did it <o for me or at that point - what it coukd
prrovice for me and | irew what | wanted fo be, | knew
af the age of & what | warted fo ke and it wasn't
arything aeademic - it was 1o be a millonagire, |knew
af that paint | would never get that much money If |
studied,

Do you think schools have changed since you were
in school? 'm not implying that you're old or
anything!

[eft schood in 1994, Ve got 2 GCSEs an Ein Maths, C
in RE. ard B in English Literafure, | wouldn't like o be in
schodl now becauss | just think that (skghs), .| Just don't
ko what | would offer me, | hink its very good that
they're putting enterorse back in schoaol,

Do you think werk experience is imporfani?
Yes, Its vital, It gets you info your working carssr, ve got
This saying in work, which is a 9-5 bigade, If you wanit fo
=am 4 kot of monsy, youve got o work at it and you're
reot an adult untl you've gene to work,

If you're in work af the age of 13, 14, 15 do | think
you're an adult then? Yes if vou can do it because when
you're in school its what your mates are daoing to the ket
and what your mates are doing fo the ight - whan
YoL're paying a morgage. getiing maned and
sUpporting your family - believe me your mates aren't
there then! That's when you actually stand on your own
fwo feet - when you 9o o work,
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Is there any advice you can give students who don't
know what they want to do?

Well 1l =il you the first thing - that's no different from
me, If peopls ask whdat you want o do, don't think
yolve 9ot fo know, youve just got to know how o get
there, If someons says | want to B g frain diver and
they know sxactly what they want to be - even if its
teachel then theys vary lucky becauss not evenones
krows what thelr true vocation s,

Ive done q lotof what | call stepping stones' joks;
don't get desperndate when you get yvour GCSE resuUlf and
you dortt do well, Redlistically I'm an emplayer ve got
a lot of staff and taksn inferviews, We gef a lot of CV's
but it's pesondlty - most Impotantty its the atfitude, i
vou demonstrate g ‘can do' gitifude in any job you wil
= 4 forturel

By Jowti Shama




